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Lynette Alice Fromme, the first 
woman apparently to try tb kill an 
American President, is one^of a grow- 
ing number of women involved in all 
crime, violence and political terrorism, 
experts on assassination said yester- 
day. 

There h#ve been nine victims and 
many more attempts on the lives of 
presidents and presidential candidates 
since 1835 and until yesterday there 
wasn’t a woman behind any of the 
weapons, said Dr. Marvin Wolfgang, 
a research director for the 1969 presi- 
dential commission on violence. 

“Now women are increasingly in- 
volved in crime and crimes of violence 
and terrorist groups,” he said. 

“I know nothing about this young 
woman and one case does not make a 
pattern,” said Dr. Saleem Shah of the 
National Institute of Mental Health. 
“But the traditional cultural norm — 
where men resort to violence more be- 
cause men have always been the hun- 
ters and fighters— is certainly chang- 
ing. 

“One judges this not only by looking 
at our changing culture, but also the 
crime rates and particularly the delin- 
quency rates have been increasing 
more rapidly for women than for 
men,” he said. 

“The girls in the last 10 years and es- 
pecially in the last five years have 
been doing a good job of catching up 
with the boys.” 

Still, added Shah, the fact that Lyn- 
ette Fromme is a woman “in all proba- 
bility” does not make her very differ- 
ent from the usual picture of the 
American political assassin or would- 
be assassin. 

“What one usually finds is an unhap- 
py, ill-adjusted person from an un- 
happy home, the people who run away 
from home and couldn’t stand their 
parents or get along in society,” said 
Shah, director of the institute’s Center 
for Studies in Crime and Delinquency. 
Just because women have not tradi- 



tionally turned to violence “does not 
mean a girl in an unhappy situation 
does not suffer as much as a boy, or 
that she is not as vulnerable,” he said. 

American presidential assassins have 
almost always been loners — persons 
who can make few emotional ties in 
what they see as a hostile world, said 
both Shah and Wolfgang, who directs 
the Center for Studies in Criminology 
and Crimininal Law at the University 
of Pennsylvania. 

“If Fromme is identified as working 
with any group, it will be unusual for 
the United States,” Wolfgang said. 
“The pattern here is different from 
the pattern of political assassination 
conspiracies in Europe and Latin 
America.” 

A few women have been involved, or* 
accused of involvement, indirectly in 
American assassination conspiracies. 

Mary Surratt, a widow who kept a 
Washington boardinghouse and whose 
son was associated with John Wilkes- 
Booth in a plot to kidnap resident-elect 
Abraham Lincoln, was tried, convicted 
and hanged as an accomplice in the as- 
sassination of Lincoln and wounding 
of Secretary of State William H. Se- 
ward. 1 

Many historians have called the evi- 
dence against her flimsy. Guy W. 
Moore, in his 1954 book ' The Case of 
Mrs. Surratt” (niversity of Oklahoma 
Press), said there was at least reasona- 
ble doubt and “no proof that Mrs .Sur- 
ratt knew what was being plotted in 
her boarding house.” 

Th 1892 the Russian-born anarchist 
Emma Goldman helped her friend, Al- 
exander Berkman, plan an aborted as- 
sassination attempt on steel magnate 
In 1954 Lolita Lebron helped lead a 
group of Puerto Rican nationalists who 
entered the House of Representatives, 
gallery and wounded five members of 
congress in a demonstration for Puerto 
Rican independence. 

She was convicted and sent to prison 
and she admitted firing five shots 
from a Luger pistol. But she said, “I 
did ncrt shoot to kill” and that she did 
not think she had hit anyone. 
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Officers surround Lynette Alice Fromme after she was taken into custody. 



